June 11, 2007

PART I—OFFICE OF HIGH-PERFORMANCE
GREEN BUILDINGS
SEC. 431. OVERSIGHT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall
establish within the General Services Ad-
ministration, and appoint an individual to
serve as Director in, a position in the career-
reserved Senior Executive service, to—

(1) establish and manage the Office in ac-
cordance with section 432; and

(2) carry out other duties as required under
this subtitle.

(b) COMPENSATION.—The compensation of
the Director shall not exceed the maximum
rate of basic pay for the Senior Executive
Service under section 5382 of title 5, United
States Code, including any applicable local-
ity-based comparability payment that may
be authorized under section 5304(h)(2)(C) of
that title.
SEC. 432. OFFICE OF HIGH-PERFORMANCE
GREEN BUILDINGS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Director shall es-
tablish within the General Services Adminis-
tration an Office of High-Performance Green
Buildings.

(b) DUTIES.—The Director shall—

(1) ensure full coordination of high-per-
formance green building information and ac-
tivities within the General Services Admin-
istration and all relevant Federal agencies,
including, at a minimum—

(A) the Environmental Protection Agency:;

(B) the Office of the Federal Environ-
mental Executive;

(C) the Office of Federal Procurement Pol-
icy;

(D) the Department of Energy;

(E) the Department of Health and Human
Services;

(F) the Department of Defense; and

(G) such other Federal agencies as the Di-
rector considers to be appropriate;

(2) establish a senior-level green building
advisory committee, which shall provide ad-
vice and recommendations in accordance
with section 433;

(3) identify and biennially reassess im-
proved or higher rating standards rec-
ommended by the Committee;

(4) establish a national high-performance
green building clearinghouse in accordance
with section 434, which shall provide green
building information through—

(A) outreach;

(B) education; and

(C) the provision of technical assistance;

(5) ensure full coordination of research and
development information relating to high-
performance green building initiatives under
section 435;

(6) identify and develop green building
standards that could be used for all types of
Federal facilities in accordance with section
435;

(7) establish green practices that can be
used throughout the life of a Federal facil-
ity;

(8) review and analyze current Federal
budget practices and life-cycle costing
issues, and make recommendations to Con-
gress, in accordance with section 436; and

(9) complete and submit the report de-
scribed in subsection (c).

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, and bien-
nially thereafter, the Director shall submit
to Congress a report that—

(1) describes the status of the green build-
ing initiatives under this subtitle and other
Federal programs in effect as of the date of
the report, including—

(A) the extent to which the programs are
being carried out in accordance with this
subtitle; and

(B) the status of funding requests and ap-
propriations for those programs;
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(2) identifies within the planning, budg-
eting, and construction process all types of
Federal facility procedures that inhibit new
and existing Federal facilities from becom-
ing high-performance green buildings, as
measured by the standard for high-perform-
ance green buildings identified in accordance
with subsection (d);

(3) identifies inconsistencies, as reported
to the Committee, in Federal law with re-
spect to product acquisition guidelines and
high-performance product guidelines;

(4) recommends language for uniform
standards for use by Federal agencies in en-
vironmentally responsible acquisition;

(5) in coordination with the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, reviews the budget
process for capital programs with respect to
alternatives for—

(A) restructuring of budgets to require the
use of complete energy- and environmental-
cost accounting;

(B) using operations expenditures in budg-
et-related decisions while simultaneously in-
corporating productivity and health meas-
ures (as those measures can be quantified by
the Office, with the assistance of universities
and national laboratories);

(C) permitting Federal agencies to retain
all identified savings accrued as a result of
the use of life cycle costing; and

(D) identifying short- and long-term cost
savings that accrue from high-performance
green buildings, including those relating to
health and productivity;

(6) identifies green, self-sustaining tech-
nologies to address the operational needs of
Federal facilities in times of national secu-
rity emergencies, natural disasters, or other
dire emergencies;

(7) summarizes and highlights develop-
ment, at the State and local level, of green
building initiatives, including Executive or-
ders, policies, or laws adopted promoting
green building (including the status of im-
plementation of those initiatives); and

(8) includes, for the 2-year period covered
by the report, recommendations to address
each of the matters, and a plan for imple-
mentation of each recommendation, de-
scribed in paragraphs (1) through (6).

(d) IDENTIFICATION OF STANDARD.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—For the purpose of sub-
section (¢)(2), not later than 60 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Director
shall identify a standard that the Director
determines to be the most likely to encour-
age a comprehensive and environmentally-
sound approach to certification of green
buildings.

(2) BAsis.—The standard identified under
paragraph (1) shall be based on—

(A) a biennial study, which shall be carried
out by the Director to compare and evaluate
standards;

(B) the ability and availability of assessors
and auditors to independently verify the cri-
teria and measurement of metrics at the
scale necessary to implement this subtitle;

(C) the ability of the applicable standard-
setting organization to collect and reflect
public comment;

(D) the ability of the standard to be devel-
oped and revised through a consensus-based
process;

(E) an evaluation of the adequacy of the
standard, which shall give credit for—

(i) efficient and sustainable use of water,
energy, and other natural resources;

(ii) use of renewable energy sources;

(iii) improved indoor environmental qual-
ity through enhanced indoor air quality,
thermal comfort, acoustics, day lighting,
pollutant source control, and use of low-
emission materials and building system con-
trols; and

(iv) such other criteria as the Director de-
termines to be appropriate; and
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(F') national recognition within the build-
ing industry.

(3) BIENNIAL REVIEW.—The Director shall—

(A) conduct a biennial review of the stand-
ard identified under paragraph (1); and

(B) include the results of each biennial re-
view in the report required to be submitted
under subsection (c).

(e) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Office shall
carry out each plan for implementation of
recommendations under subsection (c)(7).
SEC. 433. GREEN BUILDING ADVISORY COM-

MITTEE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180
days after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Director shall establish an advisory com-
mittee, to be known as the ‘‘Green Building
Advisory Committee’’.

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall be
composed of representatives of, at a min-
imum—

(A) each agency referred to in section
432(b)(1); and

(B) other relevant agencies and entities, as
determined by the Director, including at
least 1 representative of each of—

(i) State and local governmental green
building programs;

(ii) independent green building associa-
tions or councils;

(iii) building experts, including architects,
material suppliers, and construction con-
tractors;

(iv) security advisors focusing on national
security needs, natural disasters, and other
dire emergency situations; and

(v) environmental health experts, includ-
ing those with experience in children’s
health.

(2) NON-FEDERAL MEMBERS.—The total
number of non-Federal members on the Com-
mittee at any time shall not exceed 15.

(c) MEETINGS.—The Director shall establish
a regular schedule of meetings for the Com-
mittee.

(d) DUTIES.—The Committee shall provide
advice and expertise for use by the Director
in carrying out the duties under this sub-
title, including such recommendations relat-
ing to Federal activities carried out under
sections 434 through 436 as are agreed to by
a majority of the members of the Com-
mittee.

(e) FACA EXEMPTION.—The Committee
shall not be subject to section 14 of the Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act (6 U.S.C. App.).
SEC. 434. PUBLIC OUTREACH.

The Director, in coordination with the
Committee, shall carry out public outreach
to inform individuals and entities of the in-
formation and services available Govern-
ment-wide by—

(1) establishing and maintaining a national
high-performance green building clearing-
house, including on the Internet, that—

(A) identifies existing similar efforts and
coordinates activities of common interest;
and

(B) provides information relating to high-
performance green buildings, including
hyperlinks to Internet sites that describe re-
lated activities, information, and resources
of—

(i) the Federal Government;

(ii) State and local governments;

(iii) the private sector (including non-
governmental and nonprofit entities and or-
ganizations); and

(iv) other relevant organizations, including
those from other countries;

(2) identifying and recommending edu-
cational resources for implementing high-
performance green building practices, in-
cluding security and emergency benefits and
practices;

(3) providing access to technical assistance
on using tools and resources to make more



